	[image: image1.png]



	Harvest of Hope Foundation
P.O. BOX 358025

Gainesville, FL 32635
 Phil Kellerman

352.372.1312
kellerhope@cox.net

Web:  
www.harvestofhope.net
Date: 01/20/2010


Harvest of Hope Foundation 

Promotional Talking Points – Revised 01/20/2009

Located in Gainesville, Florida, The Harvest of Hope Foundation is a unique non-profit 501(c)3 organization that has been providing emergency and educational financial assistance to migrant farmworkers and their families since 1997.
California is #1, Texas is #2, and Florida is #3 for migrant farmworker populations. 

Foundation assistance averages $300 per case for car and truck breakdowns while traveling for field work, rent, utility payments  (especially if there are children in the home), medical expenses, food, clothing, bus tickets and costs for funerals.  College scholarship aid is provided to children of migrant farmworkers who despite attending many schools in different states work hard enough to enroll in higher education.
Many of our cases come from a nationally funded telephone hotline that migrant farmworkers and families call for help.  Migrant teachers, advocates and social workers also call the Foundation directly for help with their migrant clients especially when  local or community resources are exhausted or not available at all.   The Harvest of Hope Foundation lends a hand, not a hand-out.  Every migrant farmworker or family needing Foundation help is asked to chip in to help resolve their problem.  We also have begun issuing small grants to organizations that help migrants.

The Foundation started in 1997 with some inheritance money from Phil and Ed Kellerman’s grandmother, Dr. Helen Zand, a longtime social worker, university professor and advocate for immigrants.  Phil is president of the Foundation and Ed is communications director.    
The Harvest of Hope Foundation is a direct service organization and 80 cents of every dollar donated goes to direct financial aid.   Since 1997. the Foundation has distributed more than $778,000 all over the United States.  Because of our direct service mission, we don’t get many grants.  Because we advocate for a largely invisible group of workers who are misunderstood by many Americans, we get very little corporate support.  We are a small family foundation and we do what we do to help fill in the gaps in service to this deserving yet needy group of workers who bring to our tables our daily bounty of fruits, vegetables and other foods.
Migrant farmworkers earn our support because they work incredibly long hours for low pay, with virtually no benefits.  Housing if available is often terrible.  Exposure to dangerous chemicals and conditions is a reality.   Most migrants pay taxes (sales, payroll) but many never see tax refunds.  However they do the field work many of us won’t or can’t do.  To help their families, some migrant children work in the fields.  The Harvest of Hope Foundation coordinates with agencies assisting migrant families and their children with education, immunizations and medical needs, and social services.

The Foundation cuts through a lot of bureaucracy.  Instead of dealing with a state agency, filling out numerous forms and waiting weeks, the Foundation can provide immediate and direct financial aid.  Also, the Foundation is in the process of setting up funds for each state and many geographic regions so if you want to donate to your area, you can.  Ex: The Willie Harvey Fund for St. Johns County, Florida.  You donate to that fund, and migrants in St. Augustine, Duval County, Hastings, Elkton, and that area are helped.  

Don’t forget the second annual Harvest of Hope Fest March 12-14 at the St. Johns County Fairgrounds in Saint Augustine, Florida. Last year brought 141 bands on 4 stages, 17,000 music lovers over three days, 3500 campers, 300 volunteers and dozens of vendors, suppliers, and sponsors.  A great time for a great cause..













